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EXPLANATORY NOTE
»

Each year, m ore an d  m ore senior citizens are  abused , exploited, and  

neglected. The u su a l victim s are seniors who are  older, frail, vu lnerable, an d  

unab le  to help them selves an d  who depend on o thers  to m eet th e ir m ost basic  

needs. A busers of senior citizens m ay be m en an d  w om en, family m em bers, friends, or 

caregivers. In general, elder ab u se  is a  term  referring to any  knowing, in ten tional, or 

negligent ac t by a  caregiver or any  o ther person  th a t  cau ses  h a rm  or a  serious risk  of 

h a rm  to a  vulnerable adult.

From  a  young age, o u r cu ltu re  h a s  ta u g h t u s  to honor an d  respec t our 

elders. Filipino values dictate  th a t  we have a  m oral du ty  to m ain ta in  an d  care 

for ou r elders. A lthough generally speaking, Filipino society cherishes, respects, 

an d  cares for o u r elders m ore com pared to w estern  societies, we can n o t deny 

the  fact th a t  a  n u m b er of ou r senior citizens have becom e victim s of physical, 

em otional, an d  econom ic ab u se  a t the  h an d s  of people who are  e n tru s ted  w ith 

th e ir care. Their advanced age an d  fragile condition are  tak en  advantage of by 

persons in  charge of them  an d  even by m em bers of th e ir in. m ediate  family.














