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AN ACT

INSTITUTING INCLUSIVE EDUCATION AND ESTABLISHING SPECIALj
EDUCATION CENTERS FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH 'i)^ITH SPECIAL NEEDS IN 

ALL PUBLIC SCHOOLS DIVISIONS, PROVIDING FOR Slj'ANDARDS AND 

GUIDELINES, AND APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR |
I 
j

EXPLANATORY NOTE !

E stim ates from the  D epartm ent of E ducation  indicate th a t th e re  are 

approxim ately 5.5 million Filipino children w ith special education  needs. This is 

one ou t of every eight Filipino children who are often unab le  toj ad ap t to regu lar 

schools. Physical (e.g. deafness, b lindness, orthopedic im pairm ent), cognitive (e.g. 

au tism , in tellectual handicaps), psychological (e.g. anx ety d isorders, a tten tion-
i

deficit /  hyperactivity disorder), a n d /o r  com m unication e.g. speech im pairm ents, 

speech-based  developm ental disorders) disabilities ji event them  from fully 

participating  in  regu lar schools. Moreover, the regu lar schools, w hether public or
I

private, are often incapable of providing these  children wi. h  the care, a tten tion , and  

guidance th a t they  require for the  developm ent of thf;i. physical, cognitive, and  

social skills.

In order to provide services to as  m any Filipino c t ildren wjith special needs, 

the  governm ent needs to build  upon  the  existing infr c itruc tu re  of its  na tional 

public school system . This could be done by estab l sh ing  Special Education 

C enters (SPED Centers) in all public schools divisior nationw ide. The SPED
































