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Introduced by Sen. WIN GATCHALIAN

AN ACT

INSTITUTING INCLUSIVE EDUCATION AND ESTABLISZ‘HING SP;ECIAL

EDUCATION CENTERS FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH WITH SPFCIAL NEEDS IN

ALL PUBLIC SCHOOLS DIVISIONS, PROVIDING ¥OR S’#ANDARDS AND
|

GUIDELINES, AND APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR

EXPLANATORY NOTE

t
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Estimates from the Department of Education 1nd1cate that the’re are

approx1mately 5.5 million Filipino children with special kducatlon needs.

his is

one out of every eight Filipino children who are often uaable to adapt to regular

schools. Physical (e.g. dea[ness blindness, orthopedic wapaurment), cognitive (e.g.

autism, intellectual handlcaps)
deficit / hyperactivity disorder), and/or communication &

speech-based developmental disorders)

psychological (e.g. an» ety dlsorders attention-

|

| . .
.g. speech impairments,

\ ;
disabilities 1 -event them from fully

participating in regular schools. Moreover, the regular schools, whether p bhc or

private, are often incapable of providing these children wi-h the caLre attentlen and

guidance that they require for the development of thei. physical, cogmtl\}e, and

social skills.

In order to provide services to as many Filipino ctildren with special

1

needs,

the government needs to build upon the existing infr structure of its national

public school system. This could be done by estabi'shing

Centers (SPED Centers)

‘n all public

|

schools division.s nationwide. The

pecial Education

SPED




\

|

| |
Centers shall function as a resource center that shall assist in promoting inlclusive

education to capacitate regular schools to effectively handle the ]heeds of children
and youth with disability. Each SPED Center must likewise be equ1pped w1th the
facilities and personnel necessary to provide care and ins tluctlon to chlldren and
youth with special needs, specifically special education teachers afd spemahi ts.

1

Presidential Decree No. 603, otherwise known as the Chlld and'Youth
Welfare Code, states that every child has the right to a well- rounded deveIOpment
of his personality to the end that he may become a l‘dppy, useful, and‘ active
member of society-- a- gifted child must be given the ‘opportumty and

. : . L.
encouragement to develop his talents; the emotionally disturbed or se¢cially

maladjusted child must be treated with sympathy and undesstanding a!md be
entitled to treatment and competent care; and th: physically or [entally
handicapped child must e given the treatment, educa:on, andl care reqﬂred by
his particular condition. Furthermore, every child has the righ‘{ to an education
commensurate with his abilities and to the development of hlS skills for the
improvement of his capa01ty for service to himself and to his fellov&(mt,n \

|
However, current data indicate that there are only 40,181 ‘out of 5.5 million

|
children with special needs enrolled in public elementary schools. This mear’ls that

|

the vast majority of children with special needs arc not being prov1ded the

education and the care that they need. Thus, there is much to be done in

|

addressing the gap in the provision of special education i the country '
|
‘In view of the fon going, support for the pass:ge dlld‘ approval ‘ryf this

legislation is earnestly sou Jht
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AN ACT i |
INSTITUTING INCLUSIVE EDUCATION AND Ef)’l‘ABLIS!i'IING SP|ECIAL
EDUCATION CENTERS FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH ‘WITH SPIECIAL NEE’DS IN
ALL PUBLIC SCHOOLS DIVISIONS, PROVIDING ;"OR S’l]‘ANDARDS‘ AND

GUIDELINES, AND APPRUPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR

\
\
I
|
|
\

|
|
|
!
l
|
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represent(’ ‘tves of | the Phlllpprnes in
Congress assembled: |
l
i

|
|
‘ v
SECTION 1. Short Title. - This Act shall be known las the “Influswe
Education for Chlldren and Youth with Special Needs Act of 2016" '

: \
SEC. 2. Declaration of Policy. - It is hereby declarcdi the policyi of the

State to protect and promote the rights of Children and Youth with SpeciaL; Needs
(CYSNs) to quality education and to take appropriate stepf to mak such
education accessible to them. The State recognizes thesr vital rolé in somj y and
endeavors to include their needs as an integral part of natllmal devel pment

It is also the policy of the State to fully si.pport ti’xeir welfaI"é and

development, ensure their full integration in society, as well as facilitate their

strategies.

active participation in the affairs of the State. ! ’
i
|

This is in accordance with Section 13, Article II «:1d Sectic‘)n 13, Article XIII

of the 1987 Constitution . Articles 3(1), 3(3), 3(6) and 1% of Presi(!iential DecL’ee No.

|
.
|
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| 603, otherwise known as the Child and Youth Welfare ‘Code‘ Sections 12 to 14 of

Republic Act No. 7277, as amended, otherwise knowri as the ’Magna Carta for
Disabled Persons; UN Convention on the Rights of the Child,; UNESCO Salamanca

Statement; UN Convention on the Rights of Persons “with Dlslablhtles, Ir}cheon

Strategy to Make the Rights Real for Persons with Disability iniAsia and Ifaciﬁc,

and other relevant laws. , |

\
\
Towards this end, the State shall: _ ‘ ‘\
I
|

(a) Institutionalize an adequate and relevant educa‘uonal program for

every CYSN; 1
(b) Adopt the policy’of inclusive education; ;
(c) Establish Spec1a1 Education Centers (SPED Centers), and

!
|
i
t
|
[
l
|
{

(d) Provide vital support mechanisms required to ensure thmr effectlveness

[

All CYSNs in any degree of educational need shall tl?erefore have the

opportunity to be developed in the most enhancing environment, consistent with

the provision of a quality education that best meets their needs.

SEC. 3. Objectives. — This Act shall pursue the fo. lowing:

(@)

(b)

(d)

(e)

(f

(8)

\
|
\ !
l

. f
Provide CYSNs free and appropriate publi: education and related

services in accordance with their needs, and in preparation for adult
living and comrriunity life; ‘ 1
Provide CYSNs access to general education: currlcu{um through the

formal systems and alternative delivery services in eduéatlon !

Institute inclusive education and establish SPED CenFers for in&lusion
of CYSNs in the educational mainstream; : | |
Ensure that CYSNs fully develop their potentials towaxd self—sufmeency
and become fully participative members of society; ‘ 1

1
Identify thru a child find system CYSNs ages tlirec (3) to twenty-four (24)

and infants and toddlers under the age of th-ve (3) 111 comphanuie with

Republic Act No: 10410, otherwise known as the Early Years Act of|2013;
Develop, implement, and review the Ind1v1riual17ch Education Plan

(IEP); i i

Provide parents with information and -;vpportuniities to a}ctively

participate in the possible placement options and eduﬁational prc;grams

i
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(h)

(i)

G)
(k)

SEC. 4. Definition of Terms. —- As used in this A , i

()

|
for their children and to enable them to m"se informed choicc%s and
decisions; i i

t

|
Enable and cmpower parents and famil members by tl‘iaining

and equipping them with capabilities to icentify, prevent, refer or
| !

intervene with regard disorders, disabilitizs and ébilities ofg their
children; ’ ; ,
Train and equip special education teacuners, r('agular teachers,
principals/administrators, non-teaching staff of t;hc school, and

. . ) \ .
caregivers, as primary sources of care, devilopment, education and

advancement of CYSNs; - 4 ,

Increase school retention and cohort survival 0. CYSNSs;, ’

i
|

Create s1gn1f1(,ant and positive changes in community attitudes

| |

towards dlsablhty and the need to provide inclusive educatlo]n and
|

proper care CY¢ \Ns. | ‘

f }

\

|

Basic Education refers to meeting the basic lt=a1 ning neuds which i)rov1de
the foundation on which subsequent lmn aing caTn be ba%ed It
encompasses kirndergarten, elementary, and se.ondary education, as well
as Alternative Learning Systems (ALS) for out- of—schlool learners and

those with spe01a1 needs; 5 |
i

(b) Child Find System. refers to tire process of loca.uig and Ecorning up with a

()

|
list of CYSNs thirough the child developmeni tcachers ( workers who are

l .
under the local government units (LGUs); |

i
\ i
!

Children and Youth with Special Needs (CYS]\' are Chlldren andi youth

with exceptionalities. This may refer to chi'dren and youth w‘ho are

|

gifted or talented, or with intellectual disabilities, lear'»ning disa‘t;)iliti_es,
emotional or behavioral disorders, speech and language disorders,
hearing irﬁpairments, visual impairments, aitism, p‘hysical or health
disabilities, deaf blindness, and multiple hzu chuappmg conditions and
are in need of speual education, as well as services for rehabllltatlon
They differ from the average children in n’LuropsyChologlcal
characteristics., sensory abilities, neur«‘**mseulér or phys1cal

characteristics, and social attributes to such an «.xtent that theluse of

\
|

i 3
\
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(d)

(o)

(2)

i
\
‘\
modified school practices or special educatlon services are requlred to

|

develop them to maximum capability; |

|

Disability shall mean 1) a physical or mental ;mpairmen‘t that
|

substantlally limit one or more psychological, physmloglcal or

anatomical function of an individual or activiiies of such individual; 2)

| |

limitation or ditficulty encountered by an individual in executinga task

: | Lo
or action; and 3) a participation restriction or a proble‘m expenen‘ced by

an individual in involvement in life’s situation:. It does not just entaﬂ a
health problem but shall reflect the interaction beLchn featureTs of a
person’s body (md features of the society in wlich he hlves as well’as the
difficulties he has encountered to remove the f:nvironr‘nental and social

barriers; |
Inclusive Education means providing to all studentis, mc‘ludmg thOSe with
significant dlsablhtles equitable opportum ies  to .1euelve effectlve
educational services, with the needed supplementary dldS and support
services, in age-appropriate classrooms, in oroer to p1epare students to
live productive lives as full members of society It requlres that schools

!

educate CYSNo predominantly in the gene al educauon clasfroom
Removal of CYSNs from the regular educaliona '*nv1ronment and putting

them in a special class or separate schocling, 4curs only| when
. . : . - | | .

education in regular classes, even with the use of supplementary aids

. . . ‘ |

and services, cannot be made satisfactorily Juc to t}le nature of the

special needs;

Individualized Education Plan (IEP) refers to the sysu,matlc purpos1ve
and devclopmental educational programm.ng of \ currlcular and
instructional priorities and contents designed o meet a‘ learner’s special
needs and aimed at ensuring mastery leariiing of tdrget skllis and
behaviors, including periodic monitoring of a child's grogress and age-
appropriate transition plan relating to tra.ning employmenﬁ and
independent hvmg beginning at age 16 or eariicr as determmed 1by the
IEP team determined by Department of Education (DepEd) "
Private Sector Participation refers to all forms qf mdlsperjxsable
substantial and meaningful participation of prlvate individuals,
partnerships, groups or entities, disable: pcopleis organiz!ations,
community-based organizations, or non-goverismental ‘01’ganizaﬁ(?ns, in

the delivery of educational and rehabilitative services for; CYSNs;

|
i
| 4
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(h)

@

0)

(k)

| |

J
|

Special Education (SPED) refers to the customized instructional program

I

or service designed to meet the unique needs of individual CYSNs,
- i

may necessitate use of supplementary aids znd servi?es and tejaching

strategies in classroom and non- academic settinés, and in}cludes
instructions on 'physical and vocational educ ition an‘ travel tréiu'ning.
Special educétion addresses significant physical sénsory,
neuropsychological cognitive, or behavioral ualdctepstlcs tha‘t may
necessitate the use of specialized materials, eq. upment, services, and/ or
teaching strategies. It is geared towards the inicgration of CYSNs mto the
education mainstream,; - ;' ‘

SPED Center refers to a resource hub that provides stﬁdents, tedchers,
school personr-el and other education stak.cholﬁ.ers of ‘ YSNs
appropriate insiructional learning matumls _Llools, devices, gadgets,

equipment to famhtate and enhance learning a: wcll abldssessmen‘t tools

and instruments to evaluate developmental doii-uins and specific areas of

| |

concern necessary in determining appropriai:c services and placément
decisions; ' [ i
Special Instruclzonal Materials refer to textboiks in Braﬂlc large type,
audio, digital or any other medium o' appar atu 5, that wnvey 1nformat1on
to a student or otherwise contributes to the leat mng process; and ‘
Universal .Desz}'yn for Learning is a scicn. fically walid frarnework
established by DepEd for guiding educations: practlcxj that: 1) prowdes
flexibility in the ways information is presewed, in thc ways student
respond or demonstrdte knowledge and skills, and in tne ways students
are engaged; ‘) reduces barriers in instruciion, p1ov1des apprgprlate
accommodatlons, supports, and chajlcng,o and mountalnsl high
achievement expectations for all studcnts,.includm“g student‘é with
disabilities and students who arc limited Eng ish proficient. It is also a
set of principles that guide the design of inciivsive classroom instruction
and accessible course materials as fo]lowsf i) mul‘]itiple methgds of
representation - that give learners a varicly of \Lays to acquire
information arid build knowledge; 2) multiplc means L)f studenjactlon
and expressio.l that provide learncrs aiteri atives f01 demonqtratlng
what they have learned; and 3) multiple modics of ¢ atl,'Jdbllt engagement
that tap into learners’ interests, challeng: them dpproprlately, and

|

motivate them (¢ learn.

|
|
| |
|
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SEC. 5. Inclusive Education Policy for Public Schoolg. - The pojlicy of
inclusive education shall be instituted in all public schools to :illow all sthdents
with equltable opportunities to educational services. Ac:: «ndmgly CYSNs shall be
provided the appropriate assistive devices and required supportl services SP they

may be included with their school age peers in the lcast FOSHrICtIVC and more

’

natural learning environments. } :
| !

|

SEC. 6. Establishment of SPED Centers jvr CYSle in all Public

Schools Divisions. - A SPED Center for CYSNs shall b establmhed in all \pubhc
schools divisions nationwide where there are no exis tm, SPED Centers Emstmg
SPED Centers shall continue to function and additional cnes shall be estabhshed
when the need arises due to increased number of enrollces, upon recommendatlon

of the Schools Division Superintendent and approvai of the Sceretary of the DepEd

' i

All SPED Centers will comply with the Umversw De<1gn for Learning, as

defined in Sec. 4 (k). _ t |

SEC. 7. Function of the SPED Center. - The & “ED Ccnter shall fdnction

as a resource center that shall assist in promofing inciusive educaton to capamtate

regular schools to effectively handle the needs of chlldreu and Vouth with dlsablhty

It shall: ! %
|

‘ ‘
(a) Conduct assessment of CYSNs to evaluate de zelopmental domains and

specific areas of concern and determine zopropr 1(}te serv1ces and

placement options; ;

\
|
. 3 . . ‘ .
(b) Provide training to regular teachers, adnnmstrato‘rs, non-teaching

personnel, and parents on inclusive education- |
]

|
(c) Monitor case management of CYSNs within the xiiviqioni !

I
(d) Ensure that the CYSNs within the division sh:(l reccive the approprlate
services needed; | ;
(¢) Implement the programs of the SPED Center wuch as hc [EP, transition
i i

program, and other alternative educational pr ,,frams ‘ w

(f) Provide access to auxiliary aids that are basi mly nou’ educatlonal but
which enhance the education process of thie C7SNs. 1hese sew1cé:s may
include: . \’ f

1. Language and speech therapy, occu;ationa therdpy, phys1cal

and physiotherapy, among other mod s of therapy, through the

\
|
|
i
i
|
\
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Mobile Multi-Specialist Inclusive Education Pivision Snpport
! \
Team; i ;

. . ‘ -
2. Quality reading, or other effective methods of delivering

i

accessible reading materials to 'iJ]divicluéls with !Visual
impairments; E \

3. Appropriate classroom accomraodati i, \ |

4. Other similar services and actions ;or all t};rpes of aiq’s and
services that facilitate the learning process of (T:Y SNs; angl

5. Assistance and/or monitoring the transfor jor admiss:l’on of
qualified CYSNs to post-secondar’ or {tertiary edu‘cation
institn fions; and

(g) Develop and implement programs for the intey:cation of CYSNs into the
1 |

education mainstream. ;

SEC. 8. Stafﬁng and Responsibilities for Every SPED Center = In
addition to teachers with special training to handle CYSN.s, each SPE,D Center shall
have a Supervisor, an Adm.inistrative Core and Placemenr Commlﬁtee mobllei SPED

teachers, and the Mobile Multi-Specialist Inclusive Education PlVlSlOl’l Support

Team who will serve as human resource complement. ] w ’
‘ ’ | |
(a) Supervisor - The DepEd shall designate a Supervm‘ox for the' SPED

Center who shall: | |
(1) Head the SPED Center; ‘ 1

(2) Administer and supervise the programs of tt e SPED Center

(3) Oversee the sther components of the progiams of the SPED Center

|
and g

(4) Monitor, supervise and provide technical 4331stanee tralnlng, and

enhancemen* programs of the SPED Center oer sonnel ‘[

J

The Supervisor shall receive appropriate trcunmg’fm the effectlve
delivery of his/her functlons f ’

(b) Administrative Core and Placement Comm ttee (C(j[mmittee) - The

Committee sha’l, in consultation with patents anFi developmental

pediatrician, ar:ong others, ensure that stud.nts vth dlsabllltlFS are

educated by appropriate qualified personnel as close as possible to their

| I
homes and alongside their age-appropriate pc: - groups; It is also tasked
!

to develop and maintain a data bank on special education iin its
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respective jurisdictions. The Committee chall vogularly r;neet and shall be

composed of: ;

(1) Any one (1): of the following: developmental
psychiati‘ist, ~ educational psychologist, ,guidancei counselcj)r, or
psychometrician,; ; ;‘

(2) One (1) physical therapist; : ‘

(3) One (1) occu]_.‘:)ational therapist; : ;

(4) One (1) Braille specialist; : |

(S) One (1) speeéh and language therapist/spe> "1 u)h(‘dtlon teaché

(6) One (1) readipg specialist; | ]‘

(7) Sign languag: specialist; and ‘ ;

(8) The Supervisor. | :

: l

(c) Mobile SPED Teachers - Mobile SPED teachers sha]l be app(’)lnted
whenever necessary. Their principal task js (o find and identify CYSNS
unable to atteud formal schooling due to :: ‘cessﬂmhty and moblhty
limitations and determine appropriate learnng mod?lltles usugg the
program and services of the SPED Ceter. Th;ey shall ‘share
responsibility for program planming and qdu,dlllng, dl‘,ld assist 1solated
or remote schcols with specialized equipment, lndlvldUdl programs

curriculum adjustment, teaching aids and b\,ulchngD nyodlﬁcatlonls The

ALS shall be an integral component of the SPIY) Center: ‘
! 1

!
(d) Mobile Multi-Sp:cialist Inclusive Education Division Support Tearr’1 — The
I

DepEd shall ensure that each school division will include a 1Mobile
Multi-Specialist Inclusive Education Division “upport‘Team comprlsed
of a SPED Education Supervisor, Occupa> ‘onal Theraplst Phys1cal
Therapist, Spe:ch Therapist/Pathologist, Sign Ldnguage Speplallst,
Guidance and Counseling Specialist, Dcw:inpmen}tal Pediaq;rician,
Educational Psychologist, Materials Produciion b‘pec?alist, and’ other
specialists as may be deemed necessary. ’I‘hm will serve as consultants
and will be drawn from professional organizali us baoe‘d in the region or

nearby reglons whure the division is based. |

J
SEC. 9. Remuneration and Benefits for Inclusive Edurf:ation Learning.
- The salary grades of SPED teachers and the Supersisor max%laging the! SPED
Centers shall be in accordance with the Revised Compeusation a:md Classifl‘lcation

System and other Civil Service Rules and Regulations.

| |
| 8
| |

| v
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"The DepEd shall enhance the right of the tiachers or instruct:()rs to
professional advancement and ensure that the SPED Certers sha%l attract tl}e best
available teaching staff and talents through adequate temuncration, schol‘arship

and training grants, teacher exchange programs, incent ves, anc[i allowanccs and

other means of securing their job satisfaction and fulfiliraent as well as thejr long
! \
‘ 1

and stable tenure in their iespective posts.

The DepEd shall coordinate with the Commission on ﬁligher Education
(CHED) in identifying at least one (1) leading institutivi or umvcr31ty in Luzon
Visayas, and Mindanao .whose facully is considered or rcgarded as \hlghly
competent in the area of upec1a1 and inclusive educatiet: and whcre a un1form or
standardized curriculum for any post-graduate education p‘rogram sh‘all be

designed to benefit SPED teachers and other personn:l of SPED Centers The

manner of selection of such institution shall be provided undu the rules and

regulations to be formulated to implement the provisions of this Act.

| k

SEC. 10. In-Service Training of Teac-hwrc Admimsfrators,l Non-
Teaching Personnel. - To enhance the inclusive educztfion propram, the DepEd
shall coordinate with the appropriate government ageicies to offer bas1c and

advanced seminars on disability awareness and inclizsive cducatlon for the

1
The appropriate an:l necessary trainings, seminars and olher opporttlnltles

concerned stakeholders.

for upgrading the perforinance of DepEd teachers in- nlementmg the 1nclus1ve
education curriculum shall be conducted and evaluated by the Natlonal Educators’
Academy (NEAP). - ‘, %

SEC. 11. Authority of the DepEd Secretary. - The Qerretary of DepEd
shall develop programs, enter into cooperative arrang.cmcnts or contracts with
public or private non-profit agencies, institutions, or orgam/atlons for the

establishment or creatioir of SPED Centers or Jm.nemcntauon of 1ncluswe
\
education such as, but no. limited to, the following:

s i
(a) Technical assistance to SPED Center teachers whoi are preparmg to

serve or are serving CYSNs for inclusion anc m(nnstredmlng, |

(b) Training of {rofessionais or rclated scrvice s personncl 1nclud1ng all

regular teacher s; “

!
1
|
i
!
| 9
\
I
|
|
\




W 00 N O U1 b W N

W W W W oW W oWw RN NN RNNNNNDRN R B R oR R s ks
O A W KN = O UV 0 N O 1 & W N R O W ®© N O O b W N b O

i I
i I
‘ |
|

i |

. . . i ‘ t . ! . .
(c) Replication of successful innovative approaches in providing
i

|
!
!

(d) Facilitation of parental involvement in the education ;of their CYSNSs;

educational or related services to CYSNs;

(e) Diagnosis and educational evaluation of CY{'Ns; ] '
(f) Consultative, counseling and training sciices for the families of

CYSNs; ' ‘ I

.. !
(g) Familiarization of the municipality or city being served by a) SPED

|
Center with the problemns and potentialii;es of chh childrqn and

youth; and ! |

(h) Enter into agreements with medical and ¢tlicd megical profe’ssional

| |
groups.

|

SECTION 12. Program Office. - Inclusive cdu:ation p;rograms shall be
. |
under the Student Inclusion Division of the Bureau of L:arning Delivery unc‘ler the

|

Office of the Undersecreta:y for Curriculum and Instruction. The Student Inclusion

N

Division shall assist in the formulation, implemeriation, 'monitoring, and
= i

evaluation of policies, programs, and services for, but not’iimited t;o, CYSNs. |
: - | |

| |
SPED Centers created under this Section shall remain part of the DepEd

‘ l
system. !

i

‘ 4
SEC. 13. Continuing Research to Identify Needl: of CYE{NS. — The DepEd,
shall un(iertake

by itself or in coordination with organizations or inei‘iutions,
continuing research to identify and design prograins tha shall mfeet the fullj range
of needs of CYSNs: Provided, That such continuing resciuch sha;ll also be dj,sed to
develop instructional techniques for use by the SPED ¢ enters t(i)wards iméroving
the acquisition of skills by CYSNs necessary for theii ‘..ransitjunél to indep;endent
living, vocational training or competitive development: frovided, further, Tha:t such
continuing research shall he used by the Deplid in designing a physical eddcation

|
and therapeutic recreation program to be used by the SF1D) Centers Lo increése the

potential of the children and youth [or cormmunity partic sation. \
|

| | :
SEC. 14. Studen® Assistance. - The DepE: shall provide financial
assistance to marginaliz:d or disadvantaged CYSNs at the ' elementary and
secondary levels which may come in the form of scholarsiip gran‘ts; allowan!ces for
transportation, food, lodging, and books; student loz. prog.ra!ms; artist}c and
cultural tours; training programs; subsidics for edu.ational !assessmerlit and

10

|
|
|
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| |
diagnosis; and other incentives. The beneficiaries inc ]ud( those vs]ho lack access to
rehabilitative services and educational opportunities due to bem;:T poor, as qeﬁned
in Republic Act No. 8425 otherwise known as the Sccial Refbrm and Hovert_v
Alleviation Act, have been abandoned, are ill, or are neglected. { ‘

Special equipment like wheelchairs, crutches, special t(%ilet and hygiene
requirements, hearing aids, eyeglasses, ledaning dcevices, and other ass1st1ve
devices required by the CYSN students (o optimize education anlli partlclpation in
the educational process shall also be provided for free ot at upu)unted rates to
deserving students, and at very affordable rates, in general, thropgh a reasonable

funding scheme that shall be designed by the Deplid. : !
|

SEC. 15. Recreational and Artistic Opportunities. ~ The Dequ shall

institute opportunities for safe and wholesome individi:al as vJell as inte'factive

group recreation and social activities for CYSNs, optimal usc of th

and advancement of their physical, mental, social and cu'tural de\‘rclopment. !
| |
SEC. 16. Special Instructional Materials. — ¢ lhhshem shall glant the

eir leisure pours,

DepEd the authority to transcribe adopted instructiona] materm]s into access1ble

format, without penalty or payment of royalty in accorda»ce with|Republic l-}ct No.

8293, otherwise known as the Intellectual Property 1"069 nf the Philif)pines
Further, publishers of newly adopted materials shall p.ovide, not later than the
second working day after the adoption of textbook title:: hy the ])c pEd, the d1g1tal
copy as specified by the DepEd for the purposc of prochicing a_cccismble versTons of
the textbooks for students with reading disabilitics. The ¢ ccessible versions may be
produced by the DepEd or by non-profit accessible bool: »roducers, which r:nay be
copied and distributed upon request to a Schools Vvision for instrué:tional
purposes. ' 1

Copies of these instructional materials shall be ‘urnished without cost to

either the CYSNs or the teicher who is handling their ins uctios. ‘

| |

SEC 17. Incentives for Private Sector Part!zipation. — Partnership
between the government and private institutions cateri: g to thq‘ needs of CYSNs
shall be encouraged. Prixr.;-nte entities who or whicl tearm: 11p with ‘}DepEd or provide
the necessary educational assistance and scrvice of 'VSNs enrolled in ’public
schools shall be entitled to benefits and incentives provid I undm{ Republic Act No.
8525 or the ‘Adopt a Schooi Act of 1998’ and jts mnpxum nting rules and

regulations.

‘ |
j 1
‘ ! 11
\ 5
| I




1

2 SEC. 18. Inclusion of Children with S»ecial [Needsin |Child
3  Development Centers. — Child Development Centers (CL.Cs) specially desigr‘led for
4  pre-school children and their parents, where carly ideniitication of disabilities and
S special needs and introductory educational and intervention programs will be
6 administered, shall be established near or within exisling Centers or in| other
-7 Centers. As far as practicable, the use of c¢xisting CLv.s and facilities s}}all be
8 maximized. |

9 'DepEd shall coordinate and provide support progeims for CDCs for children
10  with special needs under five years old.

11

12 SEC. 19. Health and Nutrition Services ar.d Interventions. — The

13 Department of Health (DOH), National Nutrition Ccuncil (NNC), and| Early

14  Childhood Care and Development Council (ECCD Couriil) shall |provide in¢lusive

15 health and nutrition services and interventions for implementation by the

16  Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD), DepEd, and LGUs.

17 " ,

18 SEC. 20 Parent, Sibling, and Caregiver Edu:+*ion. — A formal training
19 and counseling program shall be developed through joiti. efforis of DepEd, Ii?)SWD,
20 LGUs, ECCD Council, disabled people's organizations (DPOs), pment-svpport
21  organizations, health professional organizations, non- wernment organiﬁ"ations
22 (NGOs), and civil society organizations (CSOs) to ‘equ’n parents, siblings, and
23  caregivers of CYSNs \Iz:i'th working knowledge of special] education, an

24 vunderstanding of the psycnology of CYSNs, and the awaciess of jtheir crucilal role
25  as educators so that they, in turn, can maximize their ko swledge and skills to fully
26  participate in developing the potentials of CYSNs. Parciit » should|also be aHprised

27  of procedural safeguards to protect the educational rig-ts of children and their

28  parents, and processes to tesolve disputes and complaic.” s rclatcdl‘ to the edqcation
29 of CYSNs. |

30 SEC. 21. Local Government Unit Paiticipativi:.. ~ LGUs shall allocate a

31  portion of their Special Ed:ication Fund for the tollowing:
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(a) Provision of sites, buildings or centers where il.wre are no existing school

facilities that may be used for the special education of CYSNs, as well as

the establishment of CDCs pursuant to Sec. 1& hercof; !

(b) Identification, coordination, and the tappug of public or private

|
volunteers - and private organizations, national or international, for

information dissemination campaigns, fundng programs and[ other

projects to augment the funding of Inclusive Zducation programs and

T
'

'

i |
equipment, among others; . | ‘

(c) Operation of SPED programs including tl« paynﬁcnt of salaries,

allowances, and other benefits of tcaching an:d non-teaching personnel

in Centers, as well as the conduct of competeney truinings; and

|

Provision of funds for the delivery of health and nutrition services and

interventions, educational assessment program of [CYSNs in their

i
!

—_

respective localities that would be initiated by ihe DepEL .

r
I

SEC. 22. Public Information, Educaiion, a:id Comn:munication;. - A

nationwide information dissemination campaign or the 1%revention, carly

identification and the strategic intervention programs for CYSNs shall be

intensified. This shall be the joint responsibility of th.= Philippine Information

!
Agency (PIA), Council for the Welfare of Children (CWC). the National Council for

Disability Affairs (NCDA) and the DepEd. Likewise, tie. DepEd, in collabo‘ration
with DOH, Department of Labor and Employment [(DOLE), and LGUS! shall

disseminate materials and information concerning cffcc:ive pmg'ci:ices in wPrking
with, training and educating CYSNs. ’ ‘

Private media outlets and organizations are encouaged to barticipatelin the
dissemination of relevant materials and information regaiding cfchtlve practices in
0 . v

working with, training, and educating CYSNs.

SEC. 23. Appropriations. - The Secrctary of . JepEd shall immediately

|
|
|
|

include in the DepEd program the implementation of thiy Ac:, the'funding of which

shall be included in the annual General Appropriations Acl. A s}cparate line item

budget for CYSNs shall be incorporated in the budget of 1he DepEci.

SEC. 24. Implementing Rules and Regulations. - Within ninety (90) days
from the effectivity of this Act, the DepEd, in coordination with the DSWD,

13




1 1 Department of Interior and Local Government (DILG)\ DOH, IDOF, Bureau of
i 2 Internal Revenue (BIR), CWC, ECCD Council, and NCDA and in :onsultatior‘l with
3  DPOs, parent-support organizations, health professiona: organizgtions, and| NGOs
4 and CSOs that are working with CYSNs, shall promtl]gatu' and issuc the necessary
5 guidelines for the effective implementation of this Act. !
6 |
7 SEC. 25. Separability Clause. - Ii for any rﬁevm_son, a provision o:r part
8 hereof is declared invalid, other provisions not affected F cereby sliaill remainiin full
9 force and effect. i
10 }
11 SEC. 26. Repealing Clause. - All laws, decrees, ¢ xecutive|orders, rulFs and
12 regulations contrary or inconsistent with the provisiors of this Act are hereby
13 repealed or modified accordingly. ‘
14 SEC. 27. Effectivity. — This Act shall take effec fifleen <:15) days after its

15  publication in the Official Gazette or in a newspaper of general circulation.

Approved,

|
!
f
)




