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E x p la n a to ry  Note

The energy sector is na tu ra lly  characterized  by rapidly changing 
technologies w hich m ost of the  co u n try ’s policy in s tru m en ts  canno t keep 
u p  w ith due  to given lim itations in local research  an d  technical capacity. 
This deficiency can  be seen in the  sparse  academ ic and  policy program s 
in universities an d  research  cen ters focusing on energy. As a  resu lt, the  
governm ent h a s  sough t a ssis tan ce  from private foreign funded 
in s titu tio n s for the needed a ssis tan ce  for energy policy and  regulation.

This bill seeks to bridge the  research  and  policy gap in the  energy 
sector by creating  a  Philippine Energy R esearch an d  Policy Developm ent 
In stitu te . It recognizes the  im portance of rigorous m ultid isciplinary  
research  in m aking sound  energy policies an d  legislation an d  th u s  
charges the  In stitu te  to u n d ertak e  collaborative energy research  and  
policy developm ent am ong the  academ e an d  stakeholders; provide timely 
technical ass is tan ce  to the  governm ent on energy issues needing policy 
direction an d  advise; create  and  adm in ister program s in tended to build 
th e  capacity  of governm ent agencies, energy stakeholders, and  the 
academ e; and  en su re  th a t the  resu lts  of energy research  and  policy



developm ent activities are  utilized to improve the  energy sector, the  
econom y, an d  the  lives of the  people.

Given all the  foregoing, the  im m ediate pass; h is  m easu re  is
sought.



V'. 1s>̂

SEVENTEENTH CONGRESS O F THE ]

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES

S e n a te
^ ■J'''(Ot!!tP ot tijf  »p irrta rj»

'16  DEC 1 5  P 4  5 2

RECEIVED BY:

F irs t R egu lar Session

SENATE 

S.B. No. 1 2 9 0

In tro d u c e d  by SEN. WIN GATCHALIAN

AN ACT

ESTABLISHING THE PHILIPPINE ENERGY RESEARCH AND POLICY 
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Be it enacted by the Senate and the House of Representatives of the 
Philippines in Congress assembled:

1 SECTION 1. T itle . -  This Act shall be know n a s  the  “Philippine Energy

2 R esearch and  Policy Developm ent In stitu te  Act of 2016”.

4 SECTION 2. D e c la ra tio n  o f  Policy . -  It is hereby declared the  policy of the

5 S ta te  to en su re  energy security , equity, an d  susta inab ility . Towards th is  end,

6 it is also the  policy of the  S tate  to enhance  knowledge in recen t developm ents

7 an d  scientific b reak th roughs in the  field of energy; identify key policy a reas,



1 issues, an d  challenges in the  co u n try ’s energy sector; an d  form ulate

2 m ultid isciplinary  research -based  policies an d  stra teg ies for the  cost-effective

3 u se  of energy resources tow ards environm entally-sound energy developm ent.

5 SECTION 3. E s ta b lish m e n t o f  th e  P h ilip p in e  E nergy  R e se a rch  a n d  P o licy

6 In s t i tu te .  - P u rsu a n t to the national policy of enhancing  the coun try ’s

7 capability  for energy research  an d  policy developm ent, there  is hereby

8 estab lished  in the  School of Econom ics of the  U niversity of the  Philippines (UP)

9 D ilim an, a  Philippine Energy R esearch an d  Policy Developm ent In stitu te , 

10 here inafter referred to a s  the  Institu te .

11

12 SECTION 4. O b jec tiv es  o f  th e  In s t i tu te .  -  The objectives of the  In stitu te  are:

13 a) To prom ote collaborative and  m ultid isciplinary  energy research  and

14 policy developm ent am ong the  academ e, and  public and  private

15 stakeholders;

16 b) To provide tim ely technical a ssis tan ce  to the  governm ent on energy

17 issu es  needing policy direction and  advise;

18 c) To create  an d  adm in ister program s in tended  to build  the  capacity  of

19 governm ent agencies, public an d  private energy stakeholders, an d  the

20 academ e including g raduate , an d  post-g raduate  s tuden ts ;

21 d) To estab lish  m echan ism s for the  d issem ination  and  utilization of

22 research  an d  policy developm ent ou tpu ts;

23 e) To en su re  th a t the  resu lts  of energy research  and  policy developm ent

24 activities are  utilized to improve the  energy sector, the  economy, an d  the

25 lives of the  people.

26

27 SECTION 5. F u n c tio n s  o f  th e  In s t i tu te .  -  The pow ers an d  functions of the

28 In stitu te  shall include b u t shall no t be lim ited to:



1 who shall serve for a term of three (3) years which can be renewed for another
2 three (3) years.

4 SECTION 8. A dvisory  C ounc il o f  th e  In s t i tu te .  -  There shall be a n  Advisory

5 Council of the  In stitu te  to be com posed of the  following:

6 a) C hancellor of UP Dilim an a s  the  C hairperson;

7 b) D ean of the  UP College of Engineering;

8 c) D ean of the  UP College of Law;

9 d) D ean of the  UP College of Science;

10 e) D ean of the  UP School of S tatistics;

11 f) Dean of the  UP School of Econom ics; and

12 g) One (1) o ther m em ber who is a  recognized scholar in energy research  and

13 policy developm ent to be appoin ted  by the  Board of Regents upon

14 recom m endation of the  UP President.

15 The Executive D irector shall concurren tly  serve a s  a  M em ber-Secretary

16 of th e  Board. The C hancellor of UP Diliman, and  the  D eans of the  College of

17 Engineering, College of Law, College of Science, School of S ta tistics, and  School

18 of Econom ics shall serve in an  ex-officio capacity. The one o ther m em ber shall

19 serve for a  term  of two (2) years.

20

21 SECTION 9. F u n c tio n s  o f  th e  A dvisory  C ouncil. -  The Advisory Council shall

22 have the  following powers and  functions:

23 1. To recom m end the  general directions an d  determ ine the  priorities of the

24 Institu te ;

25 2. To recom m end research  an d  policy a reas  for study  an d  investigation by

26 the  In stitu te  based  on its evaluation  of the  energy policy landscape

27 including the  needs an d  dem ands of the  coun try  and  the  people;



1 3. To recommend to the Board of Regents the establishment of the
2 com ponent u n its  of the  In stitu te ;

3 4. To generate  resources and  ob tain  logistical an d  financial sup p o rt for the

4 program s an d  com ponent u n its  of the  In stitu te ;

5 5. To provide advice to the  In stitu te  on any m atte r relating to the

6 developm ent of a  research  a n d /o r  policy a rea  an d  the  adm in istra tion  of

7 research  and  policy program s; and

8 6. To m onitor and  review all the  activities an d  operations of the  In stitu te  a s

9 im plem ented by the  Executive Director.

10

11 SECTION 10. A p p o in tm e n t o f  F a c u lty  a n d  S taff. -  The h u m an  resource

12 com plem ent of the  In stitu te  shall be organized an d  se t-up  by the  Executive

13 D irector in accordance w ith the  existing ru les an d  regulations of UP an d  upon

14 approval by the  Board of Regents.

15

16

17

18

19

SECTION 11. P ublic  A ccess. -  The public an d  o ther energy in s titu tio n s shall 

have access to the  research  findings, facilities, an d  o ther resources of the  

In stitu te , a s  provided in the  im plem enting ru les an d  regu lations of th is  Act.

20

21

22

23

24

25

26 

27

SECTION 12. T ru s t F und . -  A tru s t  fund, w hich is designated  a s  the  Energy 

R esearch Fund , is hereby estab lished  for the  su p p o rt of the  In stitu te , including 

the  p u rch ase  of research  equ ipm ent an d  facilities, com pensation  and  honoraria  

to researchers, w hether in governm ent service or otherw ise, and  su ch  o ther 

necessary  expenses to c a n y  ou t the  purpose  of th is  Act. The Energy R esearch 

F und  shall consist of the  am o u n ts  appropria ted  by the  G overnm ent u n d e r th is  

Act, an d  su ch  su m s a s  m ay be derived from private endow m ents, donations, 
an d  o ther sources.



2 SECTION 13. Im p le m e n tin g  R u les a n d  R eg u la tio n s . -  W ithin fifteen (15)

3 days from the  effectivity of th is  Act, the  UP Board of Regents, in coordination

4 w ith the  D epartm ent of Energy, shall form ulate the  ru les an d  regulations

5 necessary  to im plem ent the  provisions of th is  Act.

7 SECTION 14. S e p a ra b ility  C lause. -  If, for any  reason , any  provision of th is

8 Act is declared to be u n constitu tiona l or invalid, the  o ther provisions hereof

9 w hich are  no t affected thereby shall con tinue to be in full force or effect.

10

11 SECTION 15. R ep ea lin g  C lause. -  All laws, decrees, orders, ru les and

12 regu lations or p a rts  thereof w hich are inconsis ten t w ith or con tra iy  to the

13 provisions of th is  Act a re  hereby repealed, am ended  or modified accordingly.

14

15 SECTION 16. E ffec tiv ity . -  This Act shall take  effect fifteen (15) days after its

16 publication  in a t  least two (2) na tional new spapers of general circulation.

Approved.


