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In tro d u ced  by SENATOR SHERWIN T. GATCHALIAN

A RESOLUTION EXPRESSING THE SENSE OF THE SENATE TO 

PROVIDE IMMEDIATE HUMANITARIAN RELIEF AND 

REHABILITATION TO MARAWI CITY AND ITS RESIDENTS, 

INCLUDING OTHER INTERNALLY DISPLACED PERSONS BY VIRTUE 

OF THE VIOLENT EXPULSION OF REBEL FORCES, URGING IN THIS 

WISE RELEVANT GOVERNMENT AGENCIES TO ASSESS THE 

DAMAGE AND PROVIDE THE MEASURES FOR RELIEF AND 

REHABILITATION PROGRAMS

WHEREAS, on 23 May, 2017 a t around 2:00 in the afternoon, 
fireflght ensued between m em bers of the PNP and the AFP military and 
several arm ed men, later identified as the Maute group, after government 
troops initiated the pu rsu it to capture Abu Sayyaf Leader, Isnilon 
Hapilon - the Maute rebels helping in the escape of Hapilon;

WHEREAS, the fierce battle continued late into the night of the 
same day, with the Maute group strategically positioning themselves in 
several parts of Marawi City, a  largely Muslim city with a  population of



over 200,000 - the firefight escalating  into a  crisis, w ith several residen ts 
evacuating  from the C ity1;

WHEREAS, a round  11:20 PM of the  sam e day, 23 May 2017, by 
the  su b seq u en t ac ts  of rebellion and  law less violence inflicted by the 
M aute rebels in cohort with o ther ex trem ist groups in Marawi City, for 
the purpose of removing allegiance to the Philippine G overnm ent th is 
p a rt of M indanao, killing civilians and  m ilitary personnel, and  dam aging 
several private properties and  governm ent in frastru c tu re  of the entire 
town. Proclam ation No. 216 w as issued  by the  President of the 
Philippines, declaring a  sta te  of M artial Law and  su spend ing  the privilege 
of the Writ of H abeas C orpus in the whole of M indanao to com bat the 
forces of the belligerent group;

WHEREAS, the sam e Proclam ation h as detailed th a t governm ent 
and private facilities, including educational in stitu tions, have been 
bu rned  down by the a ttack , the rebel groups having facilitated the escape 
of inm ates of the City Ja il, setting  patrol cars on fire, cu tting  vital lines of 
tran spo rta tion  and  power, hostages taken , several people killed -  
show ing “the capability o f the M aute group and  other rebel groups to sow  
terror, an d  cause  d ea th  an d  dam age to property  not only in Lanao del Sur 
but also in other p a rts  o f M indanao, x  x  x  , through these  groups arm ed 
siege an d  acts o f violence directed tow ards civilians an d  governm ent 
authorities, institutions and  establishm ents, the M aute group were able to 
take  control o f major social, economic an d  political foundations of M arawi 
City which led to its p a ra ly s is2”;

WHEREAS, the  image of Marawi City after the carnage and  heavy 
firefight depicts of a  w ar-torn  settlem ent with build ings and  hom es of 
residen ts in un inhab itab le  sta te  of w aste and  dam age, m ajor roads and 
thoroughfares are  pocked with bullet-ridden holes, uprooted p lan ts and 
trees strew n over am ongst destroyed power lines;

WHEREAS, the m agnitude of dam age in in frastru c tu re  and  loss of 
lives after two weeks of fighting h as  been m assive, where, a s  of 6 Ju n e  
134 terro rists, 38 governm ent troops and  30 civilians have been killed, 
37,649 families or 185,878 people from Marawi City were displaced -  of

1 Philippine Statistics Authority, GMA News
2 Paragraph 2, Page 3 of the President’s Report Relative to Proclamation No. 216 
dated 25 May 2017.



which, the D epartm ent of E ducation  (DepEd) estim ates 20,000 learners 
have been displaced and  2 ,428 of them  have already enrolled in different 
schools across 8 regions3;

WHEREAS, Marawi City is the provincial capital of Lanao del Sur 
and  is the only highly urban ized  city in ARMM -  which according to 
Philippine S ta tistics A uthority d a ta  -  h a s  consistently  figured am ong the 
poorest provinces nationw ide from 2009 to 2015. The tran s ien ts  aside, 
Marawi City h as the biggest population  am ong the cities and  
m unicipalities in ARMM4;

WHEREAS, foreign and  dom estic tourism  in M indanao accoun ts 
for 20 percent of our economy, th a t is 5 percen t or P I 50 Billion of the 3 
Trillion contribu tion  to the GDP, and M indanao agricu ltu ral production 
a s  well as agricu ltu ral p roduct exports accoun ts for 10 percent of our 
economy, a P I .4 Trillion com ponent to ou r a n n u a l Philippine economy 
for 2017. As the conflict leng thens and  prolongs in Marawi City, the 6.5 
percen t to 7.5 percen t governm ent projection for the growth of the 
Philippine econom y for 2017 will be trim m ed to 5 percen t if the crisis 
ex tends beyond 30 days, and  th is is only m edium -term 5;

WHEREAS, as the governm ent intensifies its m ilitary offensive to 
q u ash  the rebels occupying Marawi City and in the o ther p a rts  of 
M indanao, parallel effort should  now be initiated to mobilize and  utilize 
all available resources to provide im m ediate h u m an ita rian  relief for all 
in ternally  displaced persons (IDPs) whose lives were prim arily and 
adversely affected by th is incident, a s  well a s  conceptualizing 
in frastru c tu re  facilities w hich m u st be rebu ilt a n d /o r  rehab ilitated  in the 
affected town;

WHEREAS, the u n dertak ing  should  be a  unified m ission by all 
concerned governm ent agencies in p lanning  and  institu tionalizing  
program s for the purpose of launch ing  an  im m ediate and  m ost effective 
recovery and  rehabilitation  program  to rebuild  the city;

WHEREAS, an  a sse ssm en t of the extent of the dam age as well as 
the am oun t necessary  for the im plem entation of program s and  projects

3 News.abs-cbn.com; DepEd
4 Philippine Statistics Authority; GMA news
5 The Freeman, philstar.com



in the relief, rehabilitation  and  rebuilding of Marawi City according to 
sectors -  agriculture, industry , tourism , education , health , housing, 
cu ltu ra l heritage, electricity, w ater, san ita tion , tran spo rt, 
telecom m unications, social protection and  o ther h u m an ita rian  aid for the 
suppo rt of its residen ts should  be provided and  the  necessary  funding to 
suppo rt the endeavor m u st be readily m ade available;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT  RESOLVED by the Senate of the 

Philippines, to express the sense of the Senate to provide im m ediate 

h u m an ita rian  relief and  rehabilitation to Marawi City and its residents, 

including o ther in ternally  displaced persons by virtue of the violent 

expulsion of rebel forces, urg ing  in th is  wise relevant governm ent 

agencies to a sse ss  the dam age and  provide m easu res for relief and  

rehabilitation program .

Adopted,

GATCHAOAN


