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In tro d u c e d  by SENATOR SHERWIN T. GATCHALIAN

AN ACT DECLARING AUGUST 30  OF EVERY YEAR AS “MARCELO H. 
DEL PILAR NATIONAL RESPONSIBLE PRESS FREEDOM DAY”

EXPLANATORY NOTE

This bill seeks to declare A ugust 30 of every year a s  the “Marcelo H. 
Del Pilar National Responsible Press Freedom  Day”.

The m ost fam ous jo u rn a lis t in ou r h istory and  considered as the 
father of Philippine Jo u rn a lism  is Marcelo H. Del Pilar who u ses  the pen 
nam e Plaridel. He is a  national hero worthy of em ulation for h is patrio tism , 
bravery and  intelligence a s  exemplified by h is works a s  a  lawyer, a s  a  
revolutionary and  as a  propagandist.

As a jo u rn a lis t in the Philippines, Del Pilar founded the Diariong 
Tagalog which he used  to expose the atrocities and  excesses com m itted by 
the Span ish  friars against the Filipinos who were called Indies a t th a t time. 
Awakened by the fiery articles of Del Pilar, the ordinary  folks s ta rted  
en terta in ing  the  idea of disobeying the powerful friars. This reached the 
knowledge of the  friars who th en  p ressu red  the governm ent to do som ething 
otherw ise a  revolution would be im m inent. Del Pilar w as able to escape 
a rre s t and  fled to Spain to jo in  the Filipino Propaganda Movement.

Soon, Del Pilar becam e one of the leaders of the Philippine 
P ropaganda Movement. He also becam e the editor-in-chief of La Solidaridad, 
the  new spaper of the Filipino propagandists who initially w anted the 
Philippines to become a  province of Spain and  the citizens to be treated  
equally as those in the  m ainland. Later on, the p lan  to revolt and  gain 
freedom  from Spain w as born. The “G reat P ropagandist” and  “M asterm ind of








