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In troduced  by Senato rs Vicente C. Sotto III, J u a n  Miguel F. Zubiri, 
F ranklin  M. Drilon, and  Ralph G. Recto

RESOLUTION
EXPRESSING THE PROFOUND SYMPATHY AND SINCERE CONDOLENCE 
OF THE SENATE OF THE PHILIPPINES ON THE DEATH OF FORMER 
SENATOR RENE G. ESPINA

WHEREAS, the H onorable Rene G. Espina, a  d istingu ished  public 
se rvan t who had served his country  in various capacities - Senator, Governor 
of Cebu, Secretary  of Public W orks, T ransporta tion  and  C om m unications, 
A dm inistra to r of the Social Security System  (SSS), television h o st and  
new scaster, and  new spaper colum nist - passed  away on Septem ber 13, 2019;

WHEREAS, a  you th  leader, scholar and  am ong the topno tchers in the 
1954 B ar E xam inations (9th place with a  grade of 93.2%), he served the 
governm ent w ith u tm o st dedication and  com m itm ent, alw ays in search  of 
excellence to uplift and  improve the life of the Filipino people;

WHEREAS, the youngest to be appointed A dm inistrator an d  Vice- 
C hairm an  of the SSS, he in troduced  the first com puter system  in governm ent 
and  worked doubly hard  to en su re  the viability and  financial independence of 
the  in stitu tion  from governm ent subsidy th rough  increased  incom e and  
m em bersh ip  coverage;

WHEREAS, as governor of Cebu (1963-1967 and  1967-1969), he focused 
on program s and  projects th a t would improve in frastru c tu re  in the  province, 
beautify  an d  improve the barangays, and  develop healthy  w ater system  in the 
locality, and  w as in stru m en ta l in the successful recovery of several province- 
owned real properties illegally donated  by unau tho rized  officers;

WHEREAS, for his o u tstand ing  perform ance and  accom plishm ents as 
chief local executive of Cebu province, he w as aw arded the Most O u tstan d in g  
Governor of the Philippines in 1968 and  1969;

WHEREAS, u n d e r h is w atch as Secretary of Public W orks, 
T ransporta tion  an d  C om m unications, the construction  of a bridge th a t  would 
connect M actan Island an d  M andaue City w as conceptualized in 1970 and  
finished on Ju ly  4, 1973, for w hich he w as fondly called as the B u ild e r/F a th e r 
of M actan-M andaue Bridge, presently  known as the Sergio O sm ena Bridge;



WHEREAS, in 1969, he w as elected Senator, served a s  C hairm an  of the 
Com m ittee on H ealth and  Rural Development, and  w as in s tru m en ta l in the 
en ac tm en t of R. A. 6425, otherw ise known as the “D angerous D rugs Act of 
1972” an d  the  law estab lish ing  the Philippine Export an d  Foreign Loan 
G uaran tee  Corporation, and  for his exem plary perform ance a s  a Senator, he 
w as voted a s  one of the “Most O u tstand ing  S enato rs”;

WHEREAS, a  serious-m inded person w ith uncom prom ising  a ttitu d e  and  
alw ays m indful of the rule of law, he was actively involved no t only in public 
service, b u t also in civic work, th u s , he w as conferred the Golden Rooster 
Award for h is ou ts tan d in g  social work and  various special aw ards for civic 
work;

WHEREAS, h is passing  away is a  great loss not only to h is bereaved 
family b u t to the nation  as well: Now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE PHILIPPINES, To express, a s  it 

hereby expresses, its profound sym pathy and  sincere condolence on the  d ea th  

of form er S enato r Rene G. Espina.

RESOLVED, FURTHER, T hat a  copy of th is  Resolution be fu rn ished  the 

bereaved family of the Honorable Rene G. Espina.

Adopted,

Senato r


