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RESOLUTION
DIRECTING THE APPROPRIATE SENATE COMMITTEE TO CONDUCT AN 

INQUIRY, IN AID OF LEGISLATION, ON THE COMPLIANCE WITH 
MARITIME SAFETY STANDARDS SET BY THE MARITIME INDUSTRY 
AUTHORITY (MARINA), AND RELATED ISSUES ON THE EFFECTIVE 

IMPLEMENTATION OF OUR MARITIME TRANSPORTATION LAWS, WITH 
THE END VIEW OF ENACTING AMENDMENTS TO EXISTING 

LEGISLATIONS THAT WILL ENHANCE PROTOCOLS ON THE SAFETY 
AND QUALITY OF PASSENGER TRANSPORT SERVICES, PROVIDE FOR 

EFFECTIVE SUPERVISION AND REGULATION OF ALL WATER 
TRANSPORT IN THE COUNTRY AND ENSURE PROPER MOBILIZATION 

OF RESOURCES FOR NECESSARY MARITIME TRANSPORTATION
INFRASTRUCTURE

1 WHEREAS, Article II, Section 5 of the  1987 C onstitu tion  declares a s  a

2 S ta te  policy the  protection of life, liberty and  property, and  the  prom otion of

3 the  general welfare for the  enjoym ent by all people of the blessings of

4 dem ocracy;

5 WHEREAS, the  archipelagic com position of the Philippines w ith over

6 7 ,000 islands su rrounded  by w ater necessarily  requires Filipinos to u se

7 m aritim e vessels, such  a s  Roll-on Roll-off (Ro-Ro) vessels, ferries, fast crafts

8 an d  m otorized bancas, a s prim ary m ode of tran sp o rta tio n  to travel from one

9 island  to another;

10 WHEREAS, the Philippine Ports A uthority recorded a  5.68%  increase

11 in  passenger traffic in ou r ports from 72,438 ,609  passengers in 2017 to

12 76 ,798 ,175  passengers in 2018;



1 WHEREAS, w ith the growing num ber of m aritim e passengers daily, it

2 is crucial th a t the Philippines m ain ta in s  a  high stan d ard  in en su ring  the

3 safety of passengers travelling by w ater as well as adequate  protocols to

4 im plem ent the  sam e;

5 WHEREAS, Sections 9 and  10 of Republic Act No. 9295, otherw ise

6 known as the Dom estic Shipping Developm ent Act of 2004, accords the

7 M aritime Industry  A uthority (MARINA) the power to (1) se t safety s ta n d a rd s

8 for vessels and  all equipm ent on board; (2) require com pliance w ith s ta n d ard s

9 of safety of life a t sea, safe m anning  requ irem ents, m ain tenance of vessels in

10 safe and  serviceable conditions, an d  provision of safe, adequate , efficient and

11 reliable shipping services a t all tim es; and  (3) inspect all vessels to en su re  and

12 enforce com pliance therew ith;

13 WHEREAS, several inciden ts a t sea w ithin the  Philippine territory  have

14 endangered  the lives of a  num ber of passengers, even resu lting  to death , the

15 m ost recen t of w hich being the  Iloilo-Guim aras sea  tragedy w hich capsized 3

16 boats in the  Iloilo-Guim aras S tra it th a t claim ed a t least 31 people,1 eight of

17 which are teachers;1 2

18 WHEREAS, the  varying num ber of casua lties reported by m edia a t  the

19 early stage of the incident were due to unc lear protocols am ong the  em ergency

20 response au thorities, such  as the MARINA, the Philippine C oast G uard, and

21 the Philippine Navy;3

22 WHEREAS, it w as reported  th a t the th ree  ferries capsized due to a

23 squall and  two of the ferries th a t capsized in the  Iloilo-G uim aras S tra it a t

24 12:15 p.m . were carrying 45 and  40 passengers, below their capacity  of 47

25 and  44, respectively; while the  th ird  ferry th a t capsized three h o u rs  la ter w as

26 no t carrying passengers and  all of its  5 crew m em bers survived;4
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1 WHEREAS, there is a  need to clarify and streng then  protocols on the

2 su spension  of m otorboat trip s as well a s  em ergency response coordination

3 am ong the  concerned agencies;

4 WHEREAS, the growing num ber of m aritim e inciden ts is indicative of

5 the inadequacy of the safety s ta n d a rd s  se t by MARINA a n d /o r  the  lapses in

6 their im plem entation;

7 WHEREAS, these  policy and  im plem entation draw backs su p p o rt the

8 need to review MARlNA’s capability an d  capacity to enforce m aritim e safety

9 s ta n d ard s  laws to en su re  th a t we can  accord the protection needed by our

10 people an d  th a t we p u t u p  the necessary  im provem ents in tran sp o rt

11 in frastru c tu re  th a t will suppo rt the  provision of safe and  secure shipping

12 services;

13 WHEREAS, it is im perative for the  Senate to review policies se t forth by

14 the Executive a s  it annually  deliberates on the governm ent’s expenditure plan

15 for certain  program s, including suppo rt for m aritim e tran sp o rt in frastruc tu re ;

16 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, AS IT IS HEREBY

17 RESOLVED, to direct the appropria te  Senate Com m ittee to conduct an

18 inquiry, in aid  of legislation, on the  com pliance w ith m aritim e safety

19 s ta n d ard s  se t by the  MARINA, an d  related issu es  on the  effective

20 im plem entation of our m aritim e tran spo rta tion  laws, w ith the end view of

21 enacting  am endm en ts to existing legislations th a t will enhance  protocols on

22 the safety and  quality of passenger tran sp o rt services, provide for effective

23 supervision and  regulation of all w ater tran sp o rt in the  coun try  and  en su re

24 proper m obilization of resources for necessary  m aritim e tran sp o rta tio n

25 in frastruc tu re .

26 Adopted,

GATCHALIAN


